In his paper [2] , Heins introduced the notion of asymptotic spot of an interior transformation and then in [3] , especially, he examined asymptotic spots of entire and meromorphic functions. Let f(z) be meromorphic in |^|<oo, and let WQ denote a point of the extended w-plane. Then σ is called an asymptotic spot over W Q when σ is a function (a correspondence from sets to sets) whose domain is the family Φ Wo of simply-connected Jordan regions containing w 0 and which satisfies: (a) for each ΩςΦ W() , σ(Ω) is a component of / -1
The object of the present paper is to give a solution for this problem. Heins showed an affirmative answer for the special cases: (i) n=l, (ii) n=2, / Il =h 2 =2. As a direct consequence of the method which Heins used to construct an example of the case (ii), M. Ozawa has informed to the author an affirmative answer for the case (iii) n=2, hι=h 2 =m. In fact, it is shown that the argument similar to the case (ii) in [3] (p. 439) remains valid in the case (iii) by considering the starting function g(z)=e~τ z cos 2™ in place of g(z)=e~τ z cosz 2 .
Here we shall give an answer for the case: n=2, hi, h z , w\ and w 2 unrestricted and further solve the general problem affimatively.
To this end we need some preparatory considerations. Suppose that G is a Jordan region in |2|<oo and that £7 is a harmonic function non-negative on G which vanishes on the boundary of G. Further suppose that {G*} is a family of Jordan subregions of G satisfying G k ΓiGι=φ for k*?l, and that U k is a harmonic function non-negative on G k which vanishes continuously on the boundary of G& and is dominated by U on G*> Let £7* denote the least harmonic majorant of the subharmonic function which is equal to Uk on G& and to zero on G-Gk. Then we get the following lemma.
LEMMA. Under the above assumption it holds if each Uk is minimal in Gk, then Uf, U*, ••• are minimal and mutually non-proportional in G.
The proof of the lemma is contained in (f) and (c) of [2] (pp. 442-445).
In [3] , Heins formulated the Den joy-Car leman-Ahlfors theorem and gave the following theorem (p. 431). Proof. We define an asymptotic spot σi over ^1=00 as follows. We thus obtain the desired result. (6), (9) and (11) The author wishes to express his thanks to Professor M. Ozawa who gave him valuable advices.
THEOREM A. Let H denote the grand total of the harmonic indices of all the asymptotic spots of a non-constant meromorphic function f in |^|<oo. Let T(r\
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